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I k n o w s o m e o f y o u a r e 
shuddering at the mention of 
Christmas just yet, but...don’t you 
want to know about the delights of 
our party, only a few weeks away?

Vicky will be encouraging us all to 
have a go at a new activity to 
make a tree decoration from 
plastic bottle tops, materials and 
beads - intriguing!

Golden Hinde will be there for all 
your goldwork needs and also 
providing ideas and threads for 
other projects. Why not use some 
of their gorgeously coloured 
metallic threads in your other 
pieces too?

The Big Love Sista Choir will be 
performing on the stage with 
some heartwarming favourites - 

both Sarah and Hilary are  
members, although they may be 
too busy in the kitchen or the with 
the cake stall to join in on the day!

The cake stall and raffle will be 
there and LOTS of bargains on the 
Sales Table - see Page 2 for more 
details.

See below for a feature on one of 
our new traders...

Ding Dong Merrily On High...
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This company from mid-Wales is 
one of our Christmas traders.

The company is run by Maryke 
Phillips. Maryke’s work has 
featured in many magazines and 
she has textile hangings in private 
collections.

She will be bringing gorgeous Stef 

Francis hand-dyed perle threads 
a n d t e x t u r e d t h r e a d s p l u s 

Japanese beads of different shapes 
and colours.

Maryke also stocks batik fabrics 
and space-dyed felts which look 
very unusual and attractive.

There are gift packs which include 
1 X felt, 1 X fat quarter, 1 X 
medium perle thread and 1 X pack 
of beads.

I f y o u c h e c k t h e w e b s i t e 
www.batiksnbeads.co.uk and go to 

the fabric page and scroll down to 
the bottom, you will see their 
Indian bag kits - this might come 
in handy for one of our Christmas 
party stalls - see Page 3.....

I notice that the Gallery has many 
examples of reader’s embroidery 
on lovely books and kindle cases.

Our work is of a higher standard, 
however! Have any members tried 
making kindle cases?

Batiks and Beads

http://www.batikandbeads.co.uk
http://www.batikandbeads.co.uk


Ever looked at adverts for stitching 
DVDs in magazines and wondered 
whether they are worth the money?

Well, your Branch has invested in 14 
DVDs from Colouricious (www. 
colouricious.com) so now you can 
watch them at home, make notes 
and try things out without having to 
purchase them! We just ask for a 
returnable £10 deposit when you 
borrow one.

Maybe one of them will suit your 
next project or inspire you to try 
something new?

1) C r e a t i v e F r e e M a c h i n e 
Embroidery

2) Inspired Block Printing (try this 
one before Elsie’s November 
workshop?

3) Talking Threads

4) Inspired, Recycled, Reborn

5) Inspired Textile Landscapes

6) Inspired Printing and Patchwork

7) Inspired Velvet

8) Inspired Textile Techniques

9) Talking Threads Xmas

10) Creative Bondaweb

11) Inspired Lutradur

12) Inspired Embellishing Level 1

13)Inspired Embellishing Level 2

14) Inspired Transfer Paints

I’ve already borrowed the velvet one 
because I have a lot of beautifully 
coloured offcuts that just sit in a box 
and I think this will tell me what I 
can do with them - also it includes 
using foils on velvet - who could 
resist?!!

You might think that it’s a bit late to 
take out the one called Talking 

Threads Xmas - but why not give it a 
go?

Perhaps something on one of the 
DVDs will give you an idea for the 
Traditional Stitch competiton?

Vicky keeps the DVDs so if you want 
to borrow one, she’s the person to 
contact.

Colouricious are a great company 
with mouthwatering products. You 
can also sign up to their free club 
which entitles you to

• 20% discount on your first order

• News of new products, downloads 
and workshops

• Videos and downloads by leading 
textile artists

• Access to a Forum for tips and 
ideas

New Teaching DVDs

Val Heron would like to thank 
everyone in our Branch for the 
invaluable help and support she 
receives from you all concerning the 
running of the YE group each year.

Whether it is the donation of threads 
and fabric, helpful and inspiring ideas 
or first rate teaching skills, all are 
much appreciated by Val and Hilary.
These two ladies continue faithfully to 
teach and train youngsters in a love of 

embroidery. They give up a whole day 
each month to work with the children 
and spend other time planning and 
collecting materials.

Our YE group has always been very 
successful in competitions and this is 
in no small part down to the hard 
work of the ladies involved. We would 
like to thank them, too.

Many thanks to all of you who sent 
in their subs so promptly this year, 
in response to my August messages. 
Li fe was much easier at the 
September meeting and has been 
since.
It's never too late to pay you 
subscription, however, and everyone 
is welcome whenever they join.
Vicky

Congratulations to Gill Roberts and 

David Peglar who have been 
commissioned to design and produce 
some hangings for Bishop Eton’s 
little chapel dedicated to saint 
Gerard De Magela. The saint was 
from a region of Tuscany and the 
hangings plan to reflect the fruits 
and flowers of the area.

Our thanks go to people who have 
kindly donated goods to our table 
sale for the Christmas party;  Rob 

Whittington who has donated his 
late wife’s embroidery and craft 
items to us and also to Barbara 
Reece who has donated us many 
copies of Inspirations and Stitch 
magazines.

Thanks from Val

Snippets...

Do consider buying your 
Christmas cards from 

Ruby and Sreepur.
All the money goes to the 
women and children, not 
just 5% as in some cases.



Is it just me or has this year flown 
by? It hardly seems more than a few 
weeks since we were gearing up for 
last Christmas. I hope that you have 
enjoyed this year’s programme. I 
don’t think that I will forget the look 
on the faces of those present when 
Snorri the Viking dashed into the 
hall, brandishing his sword and 
blowing his battle horn! 

Snorri helped to judge our Colour 
Competition this year, which was 
won by one of our newest members, 
Mal Ralston. At the Christmas tea 
party we will be holding our 
Traditional Stitch Competition, 
which always highlights the sewing 
expertise of our members. Last year 
Eileen McAuley, one of our 
longstanding members, produced a 
beautifully-worked piece. 

During my time as Programme 
Secretary I was able to ask the 
members what they would like to do 
in workshops and hear about in 
talks. The resounding answer was: 
‘We would like to play’! So we played 
with soluble fabrics, hot guns, felt, 

pounded flowers and all manner of 
materials. During our trips to 
Harrogate and Birmingham, 
members came back loaded with 
fabrics and threads, but also Tyvek, 
Bondaweb, Angelina threads, wires, 
oil pastels, paints and pots of strange 
potions. Are they lurking unused in 
cupboards or being used for amazing 
experiments? 

It is with this in mind that I have 
decided to launch another 
competition, to be called the Chair’s 
Challenge, especially for those 
members who like to experiment. It 
will be for pieces using mixed media 
and can be presented in any form, 
either as a free-standing three-
dimensional piece (for example a 
corset, vase, book, box, quilt or 
hanging) or framed and mounted. 
The piece can be of any size (within 
reason – we would have to have room 
to display it at All Hallows!) and 
pictorial or abstract: whatever you 
prefer. The only limitation is that it 
would have to contain at least two 
different media and be relevant to 
the chosen theme. It will be judged 

by the current Chair at the October 
AGM meeting, so you will have 
eleven months to complete your 
piece. 

This year’s theme is ‘Skylight’. This 
would lend itself to astronomical or 
landscape scenes, but also to the idea 
of looking out of or through the 
window, as shown in numerous 
housing makeover programmes. Let 
your imagination fly and use up 
those new-fangled materials to 
create a unique piece of work. We 
hope to hold an exhibition during 
our 60th birthday celebrations in 
2016: your piece could form part of 
the show and save a lot of last-
minute sewing. If our other 
competitions are anything to go by, 
any member could be the winner.

I hope that you will join us for the 
annual Christmas tea party at Ullet 
Road on 6th December for a good old 
natter with friends and visitors. 
Have a peaceful and happy 
Christmas break and prepare for 
Marie’s extravaganza of talks and 

We would like to have a BAG STALL 
at this year’s Christmas Party. We 
know we have a talented group of 
members, and we know you all have 
a stash of materials that need to be 
used, and we know you have lots of 
imagination – so why not make a bag 
or two? (or decorate a shop bought 
fabric bag) - and bring them to the 
Christmas Party for our Stall. 

All bags will be sold for £3 each – so 
you could bag a bargain !

Bags can be any size or shape you 
choose (handbags, clutch bags, 
school bags, shoe bags, shopping 
bags, book bags). 

There are lots of basic patterns to be 
found in magazines or on the 
internet - or perhaps you have a 
favourite pattern you would like to 
use. If you don't want to make one, 
why not buy a simple fabric bag and 
embellish it in any way you choose?

You still have time to get creative- 
just come along and donate your bag 

to our Bag Stall at the Christmas 
Party - then buy one of the exciting 
creations that other members have 
made. 

Hope you will join in.

Hilary

I love bags of all shapes and sizes 
and always have room for a new one, 
but although I like what quaintly 
used to be called ‘fancy work’, I am 
not so good at constr uct ion. 
Anything that begins with the fateful 
words “Attach piece A to piece B” will 
usually end up a disaster in my 
hands. Unfortunately, bags tend to 
come into this category...

I still have a lovely turquoise tote bag 
which is half made because I ran out 
of patience with the straps. Perhaps 
I could resurrect it for the Bag Stall 
and Be Firm with myself about it.

 T h i s t e n d s t o i n v o l v e t h e 
consumption of a bar or two of 

chocolate, (for Dutch courage) and 
then a stern talking to along the 
lines of “Now there’s no need to cry 
about this...take deep breaths.”

I have just about managed to mitre 
the corners on a quilt top using this 
approach, so it seems to work.

I wonder what strategies other Guild 
members use to help themselves 
through the difficult parts of sewing? 
Do you have a secret loathing for one 
particular part of the craft that you 
have to force yourself through with 
gritted teeth?

I used to know someone who liked 
dressmaking but hated using a ruler 
to draw out her patterns. Yes, some 
of them did turn out a funny shape.

I have been known to tr y to 
construct something from bits of 
paper first to try desperately to 
understand how it fits together 
before I make it from fabric. So if you 
buy a wonky bag full of paper bits it 
was probably mine...     Sarah 

Bags of Inspiration

Chairwoman’s Chat
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Welcoming stitchers of all levels
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Today I interviewed Karen Scott 
who has recently returned from a 
lovely creative retreat in Wales.

Karen stayed at the Trigonos 
residential centre near Caernarfon 
and the retreat was led by German-
born Eta Ingham Lawrie.

Karen and her friend spent the 
Thursday driving over to the 
centre through Bets-Y-Coed and 
s t o p p i n g t o p h o t o g r a p h t h e 
beautiful shades of bracken and 
ferns along the way.

Coffee and home-baked scones met 
them on their arrival and were a 
foretaste of the delicious food to 
come. All food was vegetarian 
throughout the three/four days and 
all dietary needs were catered for 
carefully.

Once on the retreat, they sketched 
what they had photographed, 
added paint and photographed the 
result.

The main focus of the retreat was  
on free-form weaving - no heddle 

looms or machinery of any kind 
was used.

Eta encouraged the students to 
make their warp threads from 
acrylics because moths won’t eat 
them!

The warp threads were made from 
Jacob fleece, other rare breed 
fleeces and beautiful woolen 
threads.

Eta was able to dye threads to 
order by skeining them up, making 
them into hanks and dyeing them 
with Chemtex dyes for speed’s 
sake. She also created luscious 
tonal variations for each student - a 
truly bespoke service.

Eta taught the techniques by going 
round and showing each student - 
there was as much or as little 
tuition as each person required.

Karen met people from other 
branches of the Embroiderers’ 
Guild, a felt maker and also 

weavers, spinners and dyers and 
they all learned from each other.

One student was Tania Oakshott of 
LoveSpool Yarns. Tania’s yarns are  
made from Wirral alpaca fleeces 
and other rare breeds often mixed 
with sari ribbon and are very 
special. They are stocked by Jean 
a t Pe n ny L a n e Fa b r i c s a n d 
Haberdashery on Smithdown Rd.

www.pennylanefabrics.co.uk

I asked Karen why she would 
recommend this retreat and she 
chose four factors:

1) It was a real retreat - no phone 
contact!

2) The setting of the mountains of 
Snowdonia was beautiful even 
when it rained.

3) The food was wonderful.
4) The work was truly creative.

www.trigonos.org/courses
You can see Eta’s work here -
www.bailiffgatemuseum.co.uk/
whats-on/eta-ingham-lawrie
Let’s get her at All Hallows!!

Creative Retreat
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