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‘Hiraeth’ (Longing) are  intricately stitched letter impressions; a small 

collection of hand written letters and postcards that I have received from my 

grandparents since leaving my hometown to come to study in Cardiff three 

years ago. The most important initial starting point for me at the beginning of 

the Consultancy project was to choose a manmade object that I could get 

a clear understanding of its history and to what purpose it had. The 

manmade object that I had chosen was a pair of eighteenth century 

sampler pockets from St Fagans Welsh History Museum. The reason I had 

chosen these pockets because I immediately connected with then visual 

and emotionally as well. There is a strong element of emotion and secrecy to 

these pockets, Jane Thomas the owner kept letters and secret messages and 

personal items that were personal and comforting to her. She was a very 

private, quiet person and kept most of her feelings to herself. In some ways 

this is a connection and a link as to who I am as a person as well. The sampler 

pockets have led me on the most emotional journey and I wish to share a 

selection of letters that I have received from my grandparents over the past 

three years. Leaving my hometown was an overwhelming decision, 

especially leaving my family as I’m very close to my grandparents.  They are 

an important part of my life and the content in the letters reveal a lot of love 

and closeness, the relationship I have with them is very special and it is 

cherished. 

The emotions are evidenced in the choice of material, I have double bound 

the cotton fabric letters using a bonding agent to make them look as realistic 

as possible, and equally I have bound the fabric envelopes with pale blue 

‘drawn’ lined paper, which hides the reverse side of the stitched threads.  The 

chosen text is all digitally stitched with some evidence of hand and machine 

stitch as well; the concealment is enveloped in a Welsh language and script.  

I have chosen to display the embroidered letters within a glass case, to give 

an impression of concealment and enclosure. 

 


